The community-led, volunteer Facilities Improvement Team evaluated
and prioritized projects in the district’s Long-range Facilities Plan, based
on community input from residents like you.

P.O. Box 200
Battle Ground, WA 98604
(360) 885-5300
www.battlegroundps.org

TOP 4 IDENTIFIED NEEDS
1. Replace aging facilities.
Several of our schools are 40 to 60 years old and have been rated
“poor” for structural integrity and functionality. Construction experts
have determined it will cost as much to renovate these buildings as
it will to replace them. Students will benefit from safe and modern
learning environments, and the district will benefit from cost-saving
energy efficiencies. In newer schools, facilities improvements such as
flooring are needed to preserve your investment in schools.

2. Address overcrowding and keep class sizes small.
The district has taken steps to handle growth in the southern part of
the district, including revoking boundary exceptions at four schools
and adding portables. At Glenwood Heights Primary and Laurin
Middle, 42 percent of the classrooms are in portable buildings. We
need additional classroom space to keep class sizes small, per state
requirements and since adding classrooms for full-day kindergarten.

3. Improve safety and security.
All schools in the district need improvements in door locks, controlled
entrances, and additional cameras to keep our students and staff safe.

4. Update classrooms to meet learning needs.
Schools need technology and classroom improvements to provide
skills in the areas of STEM (science, technology, engineering and math)
and career and technical education so graduates can be college- and
career-ready.
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Facts about Battle Ground Public Schools’ February 13, 2018
bond election to replace aging schools and reduce overcrowding

A COMMUNITY PROCESS
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Your vote counts on February 13, 2018.

Building great schools
begins with you.

FOLLOW US!

BOND FACTS

•

Projects are designed to maximize a $61.6 million
state match.

•

We can take advantage of historically low interest
rates to make your tax dollar stretch further.

•

Architectural designs for new schools will begin with
Battle Ground’s prototypical school model to help
reduce costs.

•

The total schools tax rate is estimated to be less in
2019 than it is in 2017 (see chart inside).

UPDATES at
EVERY school

PROPOSED
PROJECTS

Check out our handy chart at:
www.battlegroundps.org/bond

LEARN
MORE

•
•

See an informative presentation and ask questions.

Replace four schools (see below) that are all energy
inefficient, old and rated “poor” for structural integrity by
construction experts
Build a new primary school and a new middle school
Develop a site for an Alternative Learning Experience campus
on district-owned land

January 10 • Maple Grove School • 6:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY INPUT FORUMS
Drop-in anytime to provide input on plans and features
of the proposed projects. Architects and school district
representatives will answer questions. Stations will be set up
for each project. Informative presentation at 5:30 p.m.

BUILDING REPLACEMENTS & RENOVATION
•
•
•

Replace 500-900 buildings (rated poor) at Prairie High School
Renovate the 300 building and gymnasium
(both rated poor) at Amboy Middle School
Replace flooring at Battle Ground and Prairie high schools,
Maple Grove, Yacolt and district office

January 17 • Laurin Middle School • 3:30-7:30 p.m.
January 23 • Amboy Middle School • 3:30-7:30 p.m.

•

•

STUDENT RECREATION
•

Enhance student recreation at Maple Grove, Yacolt Primary,
Amboy Middle, Prairie High School and Battle Ground HS

Full School Replacements
GLENWOOD HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
• 61 years old
• Built for 484 students, has 800
• No secure access

• Lacks modern infrastructure to
support technology
• Cafeteria is a portable building
and too small

LAURIN MIDDLE SCHOOL
• 52 years old
• Built for 600 students, has 700
• No secure access

• Deteriorating facade, sagging
breezeways, leaky roof
• Poor drainage

PLEASANT VALLEY PRIMARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL
• 41 years old
• Built for 993 students, has 1,139
• No cafeteria

• No library or computer lab
• Lacks modern infrastructure to
support technology

Temporary increase due to state
budget changes, not bond.

EXISTING BOND

$0.67

$6.02 TOTAL
EXISTING BOND

TALK WITH US

Improve security and safety in all schools with cardcontrolled entrances, additional security cameras and internal
classroom door locks

Modernize middle school classrooms for science, technology,
engineering and math and high school classrooms for skilled
jobs training
Improve technology access in classrooms and network
security and connectivity across the district

The bottom line: The total schools tax rate in 2019 is expected to be less
than in 2017, even with the new bond.
$7.01 TOTAL

www.battlegroundps.org/bond

CLASSROOM TECHNOLOGY & STEM

2018 is an “exception year.” Tax rates will temporarily increase for one year.
The increase is due to sweeping changes made by the state Legislature
for school funding, not the bond, which will not begin collection until 2019
(see chart).

ONLINE

SAFETY & SECURITY
•

The local cost of the bond is $224.9 million after an anticipated $61.6
million in state matching assistance. The total schools tax rate (per $1,000
of assessed value) is projected to be two cents lower in 2019 (when bond
collection begins) than in 2017.

BOND INFORMATION NIGHT

NEW SCHOOLS & REPLACEMENTS
•

FOR PENNIES
LESS

$0.73

Call (360) 885-5470

LOCAL M&O
LEVY

$3.44
LOCAL M&O
LEVY

HOW TO VOTE
1.

$3.31

Register to vote in Clark county
(and live within district boundaries).

EXISTING +
NEW BOND

$1.60*

LOCAL
ENRICHMENT
LEVY†

$1.50

STATE LEVY**

$1.98

2. Get ballot in mail.

$6.00 TOTAL

STATE LEVY**

STATE LEVY**

$2.90

$2.90

3. Return ballot by mail or drop off no later than Feb. 13, 2018.
NOTE: Some senior and disabled homeowners may be eligible for a
property tax exemption based on income. Please contact the Clark
County Assessor’s Office at (360) 397-2391 or taxreduction@clark.wa.gov.

2017

CURRENT TAXES

2018

"EXCEPTION YEAR"

2019

ESTIMATED TAXES

* Future tax rates are estimates **State Levy tax rate for all Clark County school districts
†Capped at $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed value per Washington State Legislature HB 2242

WHEN WERE THEY BUILT?
1956 1965 1975 1979 1980 1989 2007 2008
GLENWOOD
HEIGHTS

LAURIN
MIDDLE

PLEASANT
VALLEY

Elvis Presley
appears on the Ed
Sullivan Show

Martin Luther
King Jr. leads civil
rights march

Jaws becomes
one of the first
blockbuster hits

PRARIE HS

MAPLE GROVE

Sony releases the
first Walkman,
costing $200

Mt Saint Helens
erupts

CAPTAIN
STRONG
George Bush
Sr. becomes
president

DAYBREAK
Apple announces
the first iPhone

CHIEF UMTUCH/
AMBOY/TUKES
VALLEY
Barack Obama
becomes president

