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CSD Joins Awareness Campaign About Effects of Chronic Absenteeism
September was Attendance Awareness Month and our district
participated in a month-long campaign to promote the benefits of
regular school attendance. The campaign was nationally organized
by Attendance Works.
“Chronic absence can have a serious negative effect on a child’s
academic success,” said Washington Elementary Counselor, Regina
Brown. “A child who is chronically absent in kindergarten may be as
much as 67 percent less likely than his or her peers to be reading at
grade level by the end of third grade,” she said.
Success rates of chronically absent students don’t appear to improve
much in later years. “A student who is chronically absent in high
school is up to 7.4 times more likely to drop out. Attendance is a
major indicator we use to identify students who are at risk of not
completing high school,” said CHS principal Josue Lowe.
“As educators, we know the statistics and the risks of chronic
absenteeism,” said Superintendent Mark Davalos. “The challenge
is educating students and parents and encouraging them to be

responsible for academic success by getting students to school as
much as possible. That’s what this awareness campaign is about.”
There are many valid reasons for a student to be absent. They include
illness and family emergencies. However, “missing just 10 percent
of school days - two per month, is considered chronic absence. If
it’s allowed to continue, that student will likely fall far behind their
peers,” Brown said.
Students were solicited to help with the awareness campaign
in pictures, videos, and other materials posted at www.
CentraliaSchools.org and on the District’s social media pages.
Last year, nearly 34 percent of K-6 students in Centralia missed 18
days of school or more, qualifying them as chronically absent. “That’s
way too much,” said Brown. “The single best thing a parent can do for
their child’s education is to make sure they are in school every minute
that they are able to be.”
Learn more about Attendance Awareness in Centralia at
www.CentraliaSchools.org.
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Superintendent’s
Welcome Message
The 2017-18 school
year is off to a wonderful
beginning. Schools were
well prepared to welcome
this year’s students and
families to another great
year for Centralia Schools.
The summer was busy with
hiring, cleaning, meetings,
professional development and preparations for
learning. Thank you, everyone, for the hard work
put in to start the new school year.
I am always excited to see our students and
families begin the school year. Teachers and
students are learning the daily structures and
routines that makes best use of the learning
time we have each day. One new addition is the
lengthening of the day for primary and middle
schools. That extra time will be so helpful for
learning time and instruction.
Now that routines are understood, the important
work begins…learning. Our teachers are
fantastic! They work hard and intelligently.
They have invested much time learning new
strategies, assessment tools, a new math
program and how to successfully work together
better as teams. I am excited about the
professionalism I see growing and improving
daily. Staff are truly dedicated to making our
students’ lives better and more productive.
We have several new administrators and many
new teachers. We all lend a helping hand to our
new staff so that they are supported and given
every opportunity to succeed. Please get to
know your students’ school staff well…they are
your colleagues working to help your student(s).
This is my third year as Superintendent and my
hopes are high. We have invested in technology,
materials and professional development.
I predict we will now see a rise in student
outcomes. Our students can learn and our
teachers can teach! We will make a difference.
Parents, you can do much to help your children
do well in school. Sleeping well and being
learning-ready for school is important for each
child’s attitude and success. There will be colds
and flu that will require some recovery time
at home. Otherwise, daily attendance is so
important to overall progress. Our attendance
rates can be improved. We must all work
together to get healthy kids to school every
day. Together, we can make a difference in your
child’s future. Welcome to a great school year!

BOND UPDATE
Forma Hired as Contractor for Three
Construction Projects
The CSD Board of Directors unanimously approved the hiring of Forma Construction
as the General Contractor/Construction Manager (GC/CM) on all three voter-approved
bond projects. Forma will lead the way on the construction of two brand new
elementary schools replacing Jefferson Lincoln and Fords Prairie. They will also be the
head contractor on the modernization project for Centralia High School.
Forma was recommended to the Board by Superintendent Mark Davalos after an
extensive interview and consideration process with the District’s project management
team at OAC Services, and the Construction Leadership Team. “We had many impressive
presentations,” Davalos said. “Forma stood out in their interview, their bidding, and in the
amount of thought they’ve already given to how they will make our projects work very
smoothly.
The District is currently working with BLRB and BCRA architects to design the new
schools, and groundbreaking is tentatively planned for Spring 2018. Occupancy
is planned for the two elementary schools in the fall of 2019 with CHS expecting
completion in the fall of 2020.

Community Meetings Scheduled to Provide
Elementary School Construction Update
Construction project leaders and district administrators will host two meetings
in November to update the community on the progress of constructing two new
elementary schools. Community members will be able to preview proposed floor plans,
site plans, and classroom layouts.
The first meeting is scheduled for November 7th at 6 p.m. at Fords Prairie Elementary
school. The second is planned for November 9th at 6 p.m. at Jefferson Lincoln
Elementary. The two schools are to be replaced by brand new facilities as part of the
$74 million bond approved by Centralia voters in February 2017. “All members of our
community are invited to these meetings, we want everyone to be a part of the process,”
said Superintendent Mark Davalos.
“We won’t have full color renderings, or video fly-through tours just yet,” said Davalos.
“But right away our community will be able to see that we are keeping our promise to
construct safe schools with dedicated gymnasiums, modern classrooms, and spaces
designed to enhance our ability to provide world-class STEM instruction.”
Attendees will have an opportunity to provide feedback to the district on the
information presented at each meeting. In addition, the materials will be shared at
www.CentraliaSchools.org.
“We aren’t taking the support of our community for granted as we plan these two new
schools and a fully modernized Centralia High School,” Davalos said. “I think our patrons
will be very proud of the work so far, and of these facilities when they’re completed.”
Meetings will be planned at a later time to update progress on the remodel of Centralia
High School. The District hopes to break ground on the two elementary schools in the
spring of 2018. Construction at CHS would begin by winter of 2018. The two elementary
schools are projected to be completed in time for the start of the 2019 school year, with
CHS expecting occupancy in 2020.

Fords Prairie Elementary
November 7 @ 6 p.m.
1620 Harrison Ave.
Centralia

Jefferson Lincoln Elementary
November 9 @ 6 p.m.
400 W. Summa St.
Centralia

Ready Math Rollout
Complete

Grants Help Bring FIRST Robotics Program to
Centralia High School

Last Spring, our Board of Directors approved the
purchase of a brand-new K-8 math curriculum
called Ready Math. Teachers were trained on its
implementation over the summer, and continue
to receive training on the curriculum materials.

Two grants will help Centralia High School launch a FIRST Robotics Program this
winter. “FIRST” is an acronym of “For Inspiration & Recognition of Science & Technology.
The school recently received $23,000 from Centralia Athletics & Activities Facilities
Foundation (CAAFF) and $10,000 from the Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction (OSPI). CHS’ Director of Career & Technical Programs, James Bowers, says the
funds will be used to purchase the team’s base kit, for parts and fabrication, and for travel
expenses related to competing.

Ready Math is now in use in all classes, and it ties
in very well with i-Ready, the computer diagnostic
and assessment tool that we adopted at the start
of the 2016-17 school year.

Robotics Coach, Lance Ulrigg, says that robotics programs help students “learn complex
and strategic problem solving, higher-order thinking, and other skills that are beneficial
as they head in to 21st century careers.”
The FIRST Robotics team will receive competition specifications in January and intends
to begin competing later in 2018. Principal Josue Lowe says that the school will compete
at the highest level from the beginning. “We’ll learn from our mistakes,” he said, “this will
provide us an opportunity to learn, grow, and adapt.”
Improving and expanding robotics programs in Centralia has been a goal of
Superintendent Mark Davalos since he assumed leadership of the district in 2015. Both
of Centralia’s 4-6 elementary schools have startup programs, as does Centralia Middle
School. CHS has had a rudimentary robotics program for several years, but this marks the
beginning of serious statewide competition at the top level for Centralia.

Pilot Test of Science
Curriculum at Middle
School
Staff and students at Centralia Middle School are
piloting a new science curriculum in cooperation
with Educational Service District 113 this year.
The new course materials present students with
a a much heavier emphasis on lab experiments
compared to the previous curriculum used at the
school.
The lessons are more time intensive, according
to CMS science teacher Corine Flatz, “but the
students really seem to be enjoying having more
time to work though labs.”

Extended Schedule At Primary Schools Makes
Room For More PE & Science
Student in grades K-3 are receiving nearly 30 minutes more instructional time every day
this year compared to past years. The change came after the district studied schedules
during the 2016-17 year and determined that students would benefit from additional
instructional time.
With the additional time the District is now able to meet state K-3 mandates requiring
year-round physical education. This is a popular shift for students like Tryus Van Tuyl,
a third grader at Fords Prairie. Tryus has been a vocal advocate for more PE time, even
pleading his case before the Board of Directors in past years and writing letters to the
editor. Physical activity can help promote brain development, especially in younger
children.
Students are also receiving significantly more science time, with the introduction of
Mystery Science lessons in grades K-5. Mystery Science is an online resource that provides
teachers access to a variety of highly engaging science lessons. The mission, according to
their website, is to use the natural curiosity of children to help them develop “a scientific
perspective on the world.” The program hopes to teach children that their questions are
important and that they should keep asking them as this leads them to the discovery of
facts and new talents they may not otherwise encounter.

Parachute day is always a
favorite PE activity.

Third grade students in Ms. Bannish’s class work
through a Mystery Science lesson together.
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Superintendent Goals Set for Year
The CSD Board of Directors has approved goals for the 2017-18 school year for
Superintendent Mark Davalos. The goals were adopted with a unanimous vote of the board
on October 18. Mr. Davalos’ goals for the year include:
•

Analyzing key performance indicators and the 5-year growth plan . This goal also
includes examining sub-group data to plan for additional support to help close gaps
between high and low performing student groups.

•

To increase 8th grade algebra enrollment by 5 percent in 2018-19 with an additional 10
percent in both 2019-20 and 2020-21.

•

Increased satisfactory evaluations by building staff of program goals (team and
individual). Administrators will report over 75 percent satisfaction in year one and 80
percent in year two as reported in CEL (Center for Educational Learning) survey results
of staff.

Bullying Prevention Awareness Month

Two-Hour early release all schools.

October was Bullying Prevention Awareness
Month. Bullying remains a growing issue
nationwide, with Cyberbullying becoming a
particularly troublesome matter.

NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving
Break.

Students in schools across Centralia
participated in bullying awareness
activities. At Centralia Middle School,
students were offered an opportunity
to sign an awareness banner and to sign
individual pledges to not engage in
bullying behavior.

School Board Meeting @
Transportation

For information on annual school district
performance, and individual school
performance visit:
www.CentraliaSchools.org/
CSDperformance
to be linked to OSPI’s annual report card for
our district and schools.

Equal Rights Compliance - The Centralia School
District #401 complies with all federal and state rules
and regulations and does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin,
age, honorably-discharged veterans or military status,
gender, sexual orientation including gender identity,
marital status, the presence of any sensory, mental,
physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide
or service animal by a person with a disability. This
holds true for all district employment and opportunities. Inquiries regarding compliance and/or grievance
procedures may be directed to the school district’s
Title IX/RCW28.A640 Officer, Section 504 Coordinator,
Matt McCauley, Assistant Superintendent, 2320 Borst
Avenue, Post Office Box 610, Centralia, WA 985310610, (360) 330-7600.

Important Dates
To Remember

The school district also carried out a monthlong awareness campaign on social media
and district websites.
Bullying creates negative effects for victims,
bullies, and witnesses alike. It can lead to
long-term mental health issues and even
increases the likelihood that a child will turn
to drug use or risky behaviors as a teen or
adult.

2018

Winter

Centralia School District 401

NEWSLETTER

Bond Support Humbling,
Levy Funds Crucial:
Superintendent’s Message

later this year.

Welcome to a new
year and a new
semester! These are
exciting times in our
community. We’re
preparing to break
ground on our two
new elementary
schools this spring,
and on the high school

The support shown by Centralians
in approving our ambitious facility
modernization plans has been truly humbling.
When you visit our schools you can hear the
buzz and feel the excitement in our staff and
students as they wait to see what their new
school homes look like.
Our Board of Directors and the team of
professionals we have put in place to
manage these projects have been working
at a quick pace, and they’re doing a great
job. Preliminary plans for the buildings are
available on our websites.

The buildings are only part of what
your support is making possible. We’re
modernizing our entire educational system
in Centralia. Levy funds play a crucial role
in funding our daily operations and the
maintenance of our facilities.

Our state has made dramatic changes to
local school district levies. Those changes
mean your replacement levy will be smaller
than the expiring levy. The legislature has
made real progress towards fully funding
basic education. Your levy helps us go beyond
basic. It provides opportunities like robotics
programs and athletics/activities. It helps
support special education, transportation,
technology enhancements, and much more.

The levy plan approved by our Board of
Directors will provide up to $3.3 million in
2019 and $3.5 million in 2020, with a cap
of $1.50 per thousand. This edition of our
newsletter contains more useful information.
Remember, levies are for learning!

CHS Junior Researching Hanford Nuclear Site
Fatima Ramirez-Sanchez has been bothered by a question. What is the current state
of things at the famous Hanford Nuclear Reservation near the Tri-Cities in Eastern
Washington? She became interested in the topic after learning about the site in class.

“Hanford is the biggest nuclear site in the United States,” Ramirez said. After the class
discussion “it kind of caught my eye and I wanted to know more. So I chose Hanford
for my Prepared Public Speaking topic for the FFA convention this year.”
Fatima said she is focusing mostly on the environmental impact of the nuclear
contamination at the site. “I’m looking at the waste and what will happen if it
somehow gets to the water and how that could affect us,” she said. Hanford emerged
at the center of nuclear research in the 1940s as part of the Manhattan Project.
Plutonium manufactured at the site was used in the “Fat Man” bomb that was
detonated over Nagasaki, Japan in 1945.

Fatima even had a recent opportunity to meet with Maia Bellon, the state Director of
Ecology, for about an hour. The meeting was arranged by her friend, fellow CHS junor
Zakary Persell, who has connections to Bellon. “She was really easy going, she made
it fun,” said Ramirez. “I felt like I went in knowing something, but I came out knowing
a lot more.” Bellon told Ramirez about her job directing the cleanup process, and the
two have stayed in touch since their meeting.

Fatima plans to present her research at the FFA Prepared Public Speaking competition
at their state convention in Pullman later this year. She will also participate in the food
science competition.
Science and FFA aren’t Fatima’s only interests. She is also the alternate student
representative to the CSD Board of Directors this year, and will become the primary
representative for the 2018-19 school year.

Follow #GreatThingsAtCHS on social media for more stories of accomplishments from
Centralia High School.

Important Facts About
Your School Levy

The Centralia School District Board of Directors
has passed a resolution to place a levy election on
the ballot for february 13, 2018. This is not a new
tax. It is a lower cost replacement of the current
maintenance & operations levy, which expires in 2018.

LEVIES ARE FOR LEARNING!
You may recall that voters recently passed a bond to build new schools. Bonds are for building
and cannot be used for educational programs. Levies are for learning; they support the
educational programs you ask us to provide beyond basic education. Centralia has consistently
supported school levies for more than 45 years.
In 2017, the state of Washington reformed school funding in response to a supreme court
mandate to fully fund basic education. In spite of this, the state’s apportionment still falls
short of providing adequate funding for additional programs and services that our community
expects high performing schools to provide.
Your school levy provides additional financial support for robotics programs, transportation,
athletics, activities, special education, food service, arts, facility maintenance, vocational
programs, extended learning, mental health, counselors, nurses, technology, and much more!

this is not a new tax. in fact, this is a reduction of
more than $2 million from the current levy
The replacement levy is more than $2 million per year lower than the expiring levy. This is
due to changes in the way the state allows districts to collect levy dollars. We now have a cap
of $1.50 per thousand in assessed value, whereas the old formula determined our levy limit
differently.
So your new levy will provide up to $3.3 million the first year, and 3.5 in the second. We will
not collect levy taxes above the $1.5o per thousand limit.

$2.72

2019

2018

$1.50

cost per thousand

Your levy will provide up to $3.3 million
the first year, and $3.5 in the second,
with a cap at $1.50 per thousand in
assessed community property value.
This is down from the $5.625 million
provided by the expiring levy.

?

What do
levy funds
support?
Your Educational Programs & Operations
Levy funds can only be used for programs
that are above and beyond what the state
defines as basic education. Those programs
include:
- Robotics Programs
- Technology Purchases
- Food Service
- Music and Arts
- Reduced Class Sizes
- Teaching Support Staff
- Athletics
- Transportation
- Special Education
- Facilities Maintenance
- Vocational Programs
- Nurses
- Mental Health Support
- Counselors
- Behavior Support
- Extended Learning
- The Centralia Community Indoor Pool
& much more!

your voice matters!
remember to vote on
February 13!

BOND UPDATE
Preliminary Plans for CHS Modernization Unveiled
The community was given their first look at early plans for the
modernization of Centralia High School on January 8th. The openhouse-style meeting was led by lead architect Lee Fenton from BLRB,
Inc. Principal Josue Lowe, Superintendent Mark Davalos, and Board
members were also present to talk with guests about the plans for
the building.
“One of our stated goals during the bond campaign was to design
buildings that were functional, appropriate for modern learning,
and long-lasting. We weren’t seeking to win awards for aesthetics
necessarily,” said Superintendent Davalos. “This design reflects those
values.” The plans do not feature dramatic exterior changes other
than the addition of a new grand entrance and improved pedestrian
access between the parking lot and the entry.
Inside, however, changes are more evident. “Most noticeable will
be changes to the commons, library, and the addition of our STEM
facility at the heart of the school,” said Principal Josue Lowe. The
existing auditorium is being relocated to space now occupied by
the commons, the senior deck, and “the pit.” This new performing
arts space will seat up to 500 and will have movable seating so
the area can be used for other purposes between events. The area
now known as the classitorium will have the floor leveled and will
become the new commons and food service area. New classrooms
will be larger, and there will be more of them thanks to the infilling
of currently under-utilized courtyard spaces.
Plans currently include a new auxiliary gym as well as a weight
room and Sports Medicine classroom. “These features will be bid
separately from the rest of the project,” said Davalos. “We hope
to include them, but it may happen now or in the future.” Full
completion is expected in the fall of 2020.
The site and floor plans as well as a construction timeline can be
viewed in large format at
www.CentraliaSchools.org/Bond_Blog.

Conceptual drawing of the new entry and pedestrian plaza.

Principal Lowe discusses plans and building features with a
guest on January 8th.

Elementary Site Work to Begin This
Spring at Jefferson Lincoln
Work to prepare the Jefferson Lincoln site for construction will likely
begin before the end of classes this spring. Soil conditions at the
property create a situation where a number of pilings must be driven
deep into the ground to support the foundation of the new building.
This has the unfortunate effect of increasing the timeline and the
cost of construction. “In order to make sure the building was still on
track to open in the fall of 2019, we determined it was necessary to
start driving these pilings as soon as possible after approval of plans
and funding,” said Superintendent Davalos.

This portion of construction will be managed to cause as little
disruption as possible to the learning environment. “We worked with
teachers at the school to develop a plan that lets construction work
start after state assessments end this spring,” said Davalos.
Work at Fords Prairie is still slated to begin this summer.
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Centralia School District #401 complies with all
federal and state rules and regulations and does not
discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion,
color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran
or military status, sexual orientation including gender
expression or identity, the presence of any sensory,
mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog
guide or service animal by a person with a disability in
its programs and activities and provides equal access
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.
This holds true for all district employment and other
opportunities. Inquiries regarding compliance and/or
grievance procedures may be directed to the school
district’s Title IX Officer and Civil Rights Coordinator,
Steven Warren, stwarren@centralia.wednet.edu (Director
Human Resources), or Section 504 Coordinator, Kate
Pothier, kpothier@centralia.wednet.edu (Director
Special Education). The Compliance Officers listed can
be reached at 2320 Borst Avenue, Centralia, WA 985310610, (360) 330-7600.

Important Dates
To Remember

Frequently Asked Levy Questions
Is this a new tax?
NO. This is a replacement of the current levy, which expires this year. This is not a new
tax, and it is smaller than the expiring levy.

How much are you asking us to approve?
The Board of Directors has approved a resolution asking for up to $3.3 million in 2019
and $3.5 million in 2020. The levy rate will not exceed $1.50 per thousand under
current state law. The expiring levy provides up to $5.625 million at a rate of about $2.73
per thousand.
Didn’t we just approve school funding last year?
In 2017 voters overwhelmingly approved a $74 million bond to construct two new
elementary schools and to modernize Centralia High School. These funds can only be
used for construction, not for district operations or academics.

How do the levy changes affect Centralia?
The legislature dramatically changed school districts’ abilities to levy local taxes to
support additional programs and services at the local level. Our 2015-2018 levy in
Centralia is currently at about $2.73 per thousand in assessed value. Under the new
guidelines, districts are limited to collecting $1.50 per thousand or $2,500 per student,
whichever is smaller. At $1.50 per thousand we will be able to collect less than $900
per student. Levy equalization will bring us up to a maximum of $1,500 per student.
Meanwhile, districts with higher property values will be able to collect up to $2,500 per
student through levies.
Our expiring levy provides up to $5.625 million in funding each year. The replacement
levy will provide up to $3.3 million in 2019 and $3.5 million in 2020.

Why do we have levies?
Levies are crucial funding sources for school districts in Washington. They allow us to
offer programs and services that our community expect, but which aren’t fully funded
by the state. Levy funds help us provide robotics programs, transportation, additional
teaching staff to lower class sizes, support special education, provide meal programs,
provide full-time counselors at every school, support athletics and activities, and much
more.

Find more questions, or send us an email about the levy
at www.CentraliaSchools.org

