2018 Communication Awards
Summary Form
Finance Publication: Kennewick School Levies Mailer
Research
Kennewick School District’s maintenance and operations levy was expiring and we needed to inform
voters of the upcoming special election to renew it as the Educational Programs Levy and what it pays
for in our schools. Additionally, we needed to explain how a new 4-year Technology Levy would affect
students and classroom instruction if approved by voters. Lastly, changes to state education funding and
local property tax levies required communication on the potential impact to our schools and taxpayers.
Action Planning & Goals
We narrowed down the most important information a mailer would need to inform voters of both
levies, how they affect schools and the impact of the state funding and local levy changes. This included
the estimated tax rates and any change from current rates; details of services, programs and activities
that will benefit from the levies; and a breakdown of how overall tax rates will change over the coming
years. We also needed to include information about the special election, such as how to register to vote
and the deadline to turn ballots in, and where to find more information about the levies on our district
website.
Communication
We developed a tri-fold printed mailer with a third of its interior dedicated each to the Educational
Programs Levy, Technology Levy and the impact to taxes. A panel on the reverse side provided
information about the special election and directed people to our website for more information.
Text was bulleted and brief to detail the effects and goals of each levy. Simplified graphs and charts
demonstrated how passage of both or just one of the levies would affect tax rates. This was combined
with the same graphic design elements used in other aspects of our overall levy campaign, such as
stylized illustrations and a color palette similar to that used in other district materials.
The publication was mailed to roughly 40,000 homes in our community in mid-November 2017.
Evaluation
Both levies were approved by 65 percent of voters. Feedback from residents on the mailer itself praised
its brightness, readability and thorough information.
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Kennewick School District is asking voters to decide on two,
4-year levies that support student learning, school programs,
athletics, extra and co-curricular activities, and student access
to technology.
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Educational Programs
What You NEED TO KNOW
Tax rate DROPS to $1.50 (from $3.35) per $1,000 of assessed property value in 2019 due to new
limits on local levies.

REPLACES the current Maintenance & Operations Levy set to expire at the end of 2018.
SUPPORTS programs and services not covered by state basic education funding:

High School Resource Ofﬁcers,
Security Ofﬁcers, Nurses

Graduation Success Coordinators, Advanced
Placement, International Baccalaureate, Highly
Capable, Professional Development & Training,
Substitute Teachers, Special Education Support

School Athletics, Coaches, Advisors,
Extracurricular Activities, Competitions,
Fine Arts, Transportation

Custodians, Grounds & Maintenance Workers,
Building Maintenance, Equipment, Supplies,
Utilities, Fuel, Vehicles & Maintenance

Secretaries, Paraeducators, Curriculum

Technology
Technology

What You NEED TO KNOW
Tax rate is $0.50 per $1,000 of assessed property value in 2019.
Provides all students with one-to-one access to a computer device by 2023. There are currently a
limited number of computer labs and laptops per school used for either instruction or testing.
Teachers will receive training on how to implement the current curriculum that uses technology so
they can integrate technology into their lessons.
Provides infrastructure, such as wireless access, additional bandwidth, upgraded servers, and more
technical support.

What You Can Expect

If the levies pass, the tax rate will drop signiﬁcantly in 2019.

*Estimated rate per $1,000 of assessed property value

State Education Tax Change

In 2018, taxpayers will experience an increase of an average of $0.81 cents per $1,000 of assessed property
value due to a new state tax to fund basic education. Despite this increase, the tax rate will still drop in 2019
if the levies pass.

Register To Vote
Online

until January 15
myvote.wa.gov

IN-PERSON

Questions?
(509) 222-7424 | info@ksd.org

until February 5
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